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Education

2003 Ph.D. in English Literature. University of Alabama.  19th Century American Literature, 

primary field. 20th Century Postcolonial Theory and Literature, secondary field. 

Dissertation Title: The Cult of True Manhood: American Renaissance Women Writing 

Masculinities. Dr. Philip Beidler, Director.

1999 M.A. in English Literature. Kent State University.  

Thesis, with distinction: Colonizing Motherhood: The Novels of Buchi Emecheta and Jamaica Kincaid. Dr. Deidre Badejo, Director.

1995 B.S. Summa Cum Laude.  Secondary English Education.  Edinboro University of Pennsylvania. 


Specialized in International Border Studies and Journalism.

Professional Experience

2003 to present
Assistant Professor of English. Kent State University-Tuscarawas.  Responsible for teaching the freshmen composition sequence. 

1999 to 2003 
Teaching Assistant. University of Alabama. Responsible for English and American 

Literature, 1700 to 1900, (EN 226) currently.  Have also taught freshman and honors 

composition courses (EN 101, 102, and 103).

2001 
 
Instructor.  Shelton State Community College.  Have taught EN 226 and EN 101.

2000 to 2002 
Assistant Editor. Egotistics, Journal of the University of Alabama English Department.

1997 to 1999 
Teaching Assistant. Kent State University.  Responsible for freshman composition courses (EN 10001 and 10002).

1999 

Wick Poetry Program Assistant.  Kent State University.  

1997 to 1998 
Assistant Editor. Prose Studies Literary Journal at Kent State University.

1995 to 1997
Senior English Teacher, Drama Coach, and Curriculum Writer. Parkside High School in Salisbury, Maryland.

Publications

“When Charity Isn’t Enough: Harriet E. Wilson’s Critique of Capitalism in Our Nig.”  Our Sisters’ 

Keepers: Nineteenth-Century Benevolence Literature by American Women. Eds. Debra Bernardi and Jill Bergman. Forthcoming.

 “The Wide, Wide World.” Encyclopedia of Children’s Literature. Ed. Connie Kirk. Forthcoming.

“Susan Warner.” Encyclopedia of Children’s Literature. Ed. Connie Kirk. Forthcoming.

“Why Do Women Write? An Autobiography of a Dissertation.” Women Writers: Special Issue on 

Autotheory. Ed. Lisa Johnson. (Summer 2003). www.womenwriters.net/may2003/willey.html
“Ibuza vs. Lagos: The Feminist and Traditional Buchi Emecheta.”  The Journal for the Association of


Research on Mothering 2.2 (Fall/Winter 2000): 155-166.

Review of Everyday Acts Against Racism: Raising Children in a Multiracial World, ed. Maureen T.


Reddy.  Seal Press, 1996.  The Journal for the Association of Research on Mothering.  3.2


(Fall/Winter 2001): 194-195.

Review of Our Families, Our Values: Snapshots of Queer Kinship.  Eds. Robert E. Goss and Amy


Adams Squire Strongheart.  Harrington Park Press, 1997.  The Journal for the Association of 


Research on Mothering 2.2 (Fall/Winter 2000): 248-249.

“Moving Borders: A Four-Way Response.”  How2.  1:3 (Feb. 2000).  

www.departments.bucknell.edu/stadler_center/how2
Conference Presentations

“Fanny Fern and Johnny Galt: Negotiating Success and Poverty in Ruth Hall.” Feasts and Famine: The 23rd 

Annual Nineteenth Century Studies Association Conference. New Orleans, Louisiana. March, 2003.

“Kincaid’s Hope for a Global Sisterhood: The Problems of Race, Class, and Women’s Relationships in 

Lucy.” Race, Gender, & Class: Working Together for Social Justice.  Race, Gender & Class Fourth Annual Conference.  New Orleans, Louisiana. October, 2002.

“Historical Materialism and the Limits of Commonsense Theory: The Economy of Our Nig.” Race,


Gender, & Class: Working Together for Social Justice. Race, Gender & Class Third Annual


Conference. New Orleans, Louisiana. October, 2001.

“The Chinaberry Tree: Fauset’s (Misunderstood) African Feminist Novel.”  2000 Annual SAMLA


Convention.  South Atlantic Modern Language Association.  Birmingham, Alabama.


November, 2000.

“Ntozake Shange’s Resistance through Class: Enuf of Racism and Sexism.”  Women of African Descent:


Reaching Across the Diaspora.  The Tenth Annual Women’s Studies Conference at 


Southern Connecticut State University.  New Haven, Connecticut.  October, 2000.

“Where Am I in this Classroom?  Ideology that Empowers without Indoctrinating.”  Woodall Award for 


best pedagogical paper.  Of Machines and Majors: The Future Course of English.


The Association of College English Teachers of Alabama.  52nd Annual Meeting.  Mobile,


Alabama.  March, 2000.

“Ibuza vs. Lagos: The Feminist and Traditional Buchi Emecheta.”  Mothering in the African Diaspora:


Literature, History, Society, Popular Culture and the Arts.  The Association for Research on 


Mothering, International Conference.  Toronto, Ontario.  February, 2000.

“Motherhood under Attack: Tracing Patriarchy’s Interference.”  Corporeal Discourse: Writings on the 


Body and Bodies of Writing.  The Fifth Annual Conference of the Association of Graduate


English Students.  Kent, Ohio.  March, 1998.

Honors 

Boone Fellowship for Outstanding Compositional Pedagogy. U of A 2002.

English Department Outstanding Research Award for a Doctoral Student. U of A 2002.

English Department Outstanding Teaching Award for a Doctoral Student. U of A 2001.

Woodall Award and Honorarium for Best Pedagogical Paper. ACETA 2000.

Thesis Award. English Department. Kent State University 1999.

Outstanding Teacher Award.  Kent State University 1999.

Secondary Education Departmental Award. Edinboro University 1995.

National Collegiate Honors Council Scholarship to University of Texas at El Paso 1994.

Honors Program at University of Guelph, Canada, Participant 1993.


Honors at Oxford Program Participant, Edinboro University 1992.

American Association of University Women Scholarship 1991.

Service

2001 to 2003
Graduate Studies Committee. University of Alabama. 

2000 to 2001
Vice President/Faculty Liaison for English Graduate Organization. U of A.

2000
Creative Writing Teacher to fourth graders at Holt Elementary, Tuscaloosa. Received grant from Junior League of Tuscaloosa.

1998 to 1999
Information Services Chair for Graduate Student Senate. Kent State University.

1998 to 1999
GSS Research Grant Chair. Kent State University.

1998 to 1999
Graduate Representative for University Teaching Council. Kent State University.

1997 to 1998
English Department Representative for GSS. Kent State University.

Memberships

Modern Language Association.

Northeast Modern Language Association.

Society for the Study of American Women Writers.

Nineteenth Century Studies Association.

Alpha Chi Honorary Academic Fraternity.

Kappa Delta Pi Honorary Education Fraternity.
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Dr. Philip Beidler.  Dissertation Director. English Department. University of Alabama. (205) 348-8508.


Or (205) 348-5065, pbeidler@english.as.ua.edu
Dr. Elizabeth Meese.  English Department.  University of Alabama. (205) 348-8498.

 
Or (205) 348-5065, emeese@english.as.ua.edu
Dr. Robert Young.  English Department. University of Alabama. (205) 348-8515.
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