Literature Review

Proposal:  Convince decision makers that a need, opportunity, or problem exists, and you can research current information on a cutting-edge topic that will eventually be useful to your company.  For example, if you think your company will inevitably expand into “smart” aviation instruments, you may choose to gather up-to-the-minute literature on such innovations, so that your bosses may make intelligent decisions on when and how to break into the arena.  Good candidate topics are pioneer products/services that are not widely discussed yet but which will foreseeable be extremely useful or profitable.  You objectives will reflect the superstructure below.

Formal Report  Explain why your topic is important to you company and review information that is pertinent to your readers.  You will state conclusions based on the facts you have obtained, but remember, those conclusions must relate to the original objectives.  The following literature review superstructure should help you establish objectives and criteria.

INTRODUCTION



Justify the need for the literature review


Present the objectives

DEFINITION

DESCRIPTION

APPLICATION


Report how others have applied the technique, product, service, etc.  Do they recommend 

it?  What is their experience with your topic?

BENEFITS/SHORTCOMINGS

CONCLUSIONS


Statements of worth

RECOMMENDATION


Not necessary to recommend anything, except, perhaps, that your company do a 

feasibility study at a later date.

