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Writing Papers in Psychology

Choosing a topic

· Use the indexes and tables of contents of standard textbooks as well as class notes for initial leads or ideas.

· Choose a topic that piques your curiosity.

· Make sure your topic can be covered in the available time and the assigned number of pages

· Talk to others!

Shaping the Topic

Choosing too broad or too narrow a topic for a term paper or research report will add difficulties and mean a less satisfactory result.

Too Broad:  “Freud’s Life and Times”


A specific aspect of Freud’s life and times would be more appropriate.

However, in narrowing the topic, do not limit your discussion just to facts that are already known.


There are two simple guidelines:

1. Be sure that your topic is not so narrow that reference materials will be hard to find.

2. Use instructor’s advice

Shaping a Research Topic Example:


Too Broad:  Who Gossips and Why


Slightly Less Broad: Why People Gossip

Moderately Limited Topic: The Content  Analysis of Selected Gossip Columns Over a Specified Period
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