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Writing Papers in Psychology

Taking Notes in the library

In scientific writing, note taking and keeping track of where your citations come from is paramount.

Take precise, carefully documented background notes to write an accurate paper.

Good note taking helps to avoid committing plagiarism accidentally.

A good procedure for taking notes is to use separate 5” x 8” index card for each quotable idea.

Tips for notecards:

· Put each bibliography entry (article, book) as it will appear in the reference list on a card.  Put a different capital letter (A, B, C, etc) in the upper right corner for each bibliography entry card.

A

Gordon, M.  (1979).  The assessment of impulsivity and mediating behaviors in hyperactive and non-hyperactive boys.  Journal of Abnormal Child Psychology, 7, 317 – 326.

· Then, one idea per card.  This way you can move them around while organizing your thoughts.

· For each of these idea or quote cards, you can use a code in the upper right hand corner.  (ie: A 125, the number is the page number).

A 126

The Gordon Diagnostic System –  Vigilance Task is a continuous performance test used to assess sustained attention and the ability to inhibit inappropriate responses.

· In this way, you will not have to repeat the reference each time you use it, you will know, for instance, that A is the M. Gordon article and B, the Watson article, etc.

· One stack of note cards is neat and portable.  Can be organized any way you want.

· Better to write down too much (and not use it) than to rely on recall to fill in the gaps.

· Be sure the notes you take will make sense to you when you examine them later.

Tips for doing your literature search:

· Be realistic in assessing how many articles you will need.  If too few, you will have a weak argument, too many could be overwhelming.

· Journal articles are better than books for scientific writing.  Books can be dated and science is always moving ahead!

· Use keywords when you do a search in Psych Info (see Mini Lesson #1).

· Do not expect to finish your literature search in one sitting.  Do your search with patience and methodically to achieve the best results.

· In planning your schedule, give yourself ample time to do a thorough job.  Patience will pay off by making you feel more confident that you understand your topic well.

· However – nothing is GOLDEN.  Do not be afraid to throw out studies that don’t apply.  Quantity should not replace quality.  Better to have a tightly reasoned paper than one overflowing with superfluous background materials.
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