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Writing Papers in Psychology

Types of Psychology Writing

Know the objective of your writing assignment and the differences between TERM PAPERS and RESEARCH REPORTS

TERM PAPERS

1. Based on a literature search – no hard data of your own to interpret.

2. Structured by you to fit your particular topic – more flexible than a RESEARCH REPORT

3. Puts ideas into the context of a particular thesis.

RESEARCH REPORTS

1. Based on data that you have collected.  The literature search involves only a few key studies.

2. Structured following a traditional form.

3. Reports your own research findings to others.

3 Basic Types of TERM PAPERS

1. Expository term paper

a. Means to expound, set forth, explain

b. Purpose: to inform the reader on a specific subject or theme

2. Argumentative term paper

a. Purpose: persuading the reader to accept a particular point of view.

3. Descriptive term paper

a. Purpose: to express how things are 

b. Case study or narrative interpretation of a particular event.

3 Types of RESEARCH REPORTS

1. Descriptive Research Report

a. Report observations you have made

b. How things are

2. Relational Research Report

a. How what happens behaviorally (observation) is related to other variables.

b. How things are in relation to other things.

3. Experimental Research Report

a. Explains how things get to be the way they are.

SCHEDULING TIME

Next step – set some deadlines.

B. F. Skinner – how he sought to discipline himself when he entered Harvard University as a graduate student in 1928.

“I had done what was expected of me in high school and college but seldom worked hard.  Aware that I was far behind in a new field, I now set up a rigorous schedule and maintained it for almost 2 years.  I would rise at six, study until breakfast, go to classes, laboratories, and libraries with no more than fifteen minutes unscheduled during the day, study until exactly nine o’clock at night and go to bed.”

No one expects this of you!

Just know your own energy level.  Are you a morning person?  Do you function better at night?

LONG TERM SCHEDULE

What Tasks to schedule.

TERM PAPER


Leave ample time for accumulating source materials at the library.

Pick a date for:



Completion of outline of term paper



Completion of library work



Completion of first draft of term paper

Completion of revised draft(s) of term paper



Completion of final draft of term paper

RESEARCH REPORT


Leave ample time for all of the tasks.

Pick a date for:


Completion of proposal for research


Completion of data collection


Completion of data analysis


Completion of first draft of research report


Completion of revised draft(s) of research report


Completion of final draft of research report
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