                       A sip of sparkling opportunity from the goblet of life
     Do you have the foreign language blues? Are you afraid of taking a class that will make you snooze for fifty minutes without learning anything that you feel is necessary for your future? Imagine a foreign language course that can change your life! We are suggesting that you take German. Kent State University offers a fantastic program – the Summer Institute in Germany program, whereby students learn the language in its native environment. There are a variety of reasons we can give you which point to the successful aspects of learning German in Germany, as opposed to learning it in a classroom setting here in the United States. As recent participants of this program, we would like to share three key reasons why we feel this program is not only a unique and effective way of learning German, but also a means by which you can broaden your cultural horizons. 
     1). Cultural and Linguistic Experience: By living with a host family and participating in the life of Bärnsdorf, a small, quaint German village, students learn to fuse necessary grammar skills into the functional conversation tools needed to survive on a daily basis. They also get to apply what they have learned while doing such basic things as ordering food from a German menu, asking for directions, or making a purchase at a local shop. The fusion of theoretical knowledge and practical application allows the student to learn to use the language in both an interesting and comprehensive way. 
     2). Native Instructors: under the tutelage of instructors who are excited about sharing their knowledge of the language, even traditional grammatical lessons are spiced with humor, fun games and unusual tidbits about the culture and country that will make you want to learn more. Because the instructors are native speakers, their insights and intimacy with the language allow them to employ the best possible tools to help you acquire and learn the language.

     3). Broadening Your Horizons: It is important to remember that becoming “fluent” in German is not the ultimate goal. There is so much more involved, and the acquisition of language is only part of the larger experience of living abroad. Look at it as a bridge of access to another world. For example, during the hours spent with your host family, you get to have fun with them, drink all that great German beer, you also get to see the world from their perspective. You will find the German people to be some of the most warm, generous folk you’ll ever meet. They have strong family values, and are such interesting people, largely because they are interested in you and where you are coming from as well. At some point you will hopefully learn that there is a treasure trove of knowledge to be found outside of your box, your own small world, if you will only be brave enough to seek it out and open it. Once you have found that treasure, it will inspire you to continue seeking it in many other areas as you go through life. 
     Remember, by participating in this program, you will not only be reading and studying a language from a textbook, you will be experiencing Germany through each of your five senses. Everything from “family day” to travel excursions and small town life will help to bring the German language and culture alive in a way that textbooks and photos never could. You are given the opportunity to see life through a bigger window, and to become a more excited and active participant in it! Finally, we’d like you think of the German language and culture as being like a fine wine: you need to taste it in order to fully appreciate it. 
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