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Ceremony to Feature Talk by KSU Photographer Harwood

Kent State University has
moved aggressively in recent
years to narrow the gap be-
tween campus and community.
Few university staff members,
however, have taken more per-
sonal efforts to reach out to
communities than Gary Ha-
wood, coordinetor of photogra
phy a the Communications and
Marketing Office.

In a presentation titled
“Images That Connect the Uni-
versity and Community,” Har-
wood will share some of the
joys and challenges of building
bridges between the campus

and communities that are—
literally, or figuratively—a
world away. The 30-minutetalk
featuring Harwood's photographs will be
part of the annual Phi Beta Delta induction
ceremony, held on Thursday, March 3, at
7:30 p.m.

“The focus will be on what's possible when
people connected to the university go out
and establish relationships beyond the uni-
versity,” Harwood said. “These journeys of-
ten represent a sort of continuum, in which
university projects set the stage for commu-
nity support, which, in turn, often links back
to the university through the student and fac-
ulty experience.”

An example of this phenomenon: the pho-
tographer’ s four-year relationship with fami-
lies of Mexican migrant workersin Hartville,
Ohio, a rural community located near Can-
ton. Some of the many images created in the
course of Harwood's project will be featured
in a book to be published by Kent State Uni-
versity Pressin September 2006.

Harwood's persona journey into the lives

KSU photographer Gary Harwood’s image of a Mexican interior exempli-
fies his artistic efforts to reach beyond the campus community.

of the migrant workers began in 2001, when
he was asked to document a program involv-
ing students enrolled at KSU's College of
Nursing, who were getting “hands-on” ex-
perience at the Hartville Migrant Center that
provided medical servicesto the families.

“QOriginally, 1 documented the project from
the perspective of the university and empha
sized the students working in the clinics,” he
said. “But, | found | wanted to spend time
with the families themselves.”

Obstacles to what emerged as an independ-
ent project included gaining access to the
migrant workers. “The owner of the farm
[where the families worked] practically
threw me off his property three times,” Har-
wood recalled. “He was simply trying to pro-
tect the workers, because he didn't want
them to be exploited. When he saw the pic-
tures, he understood what | wanted to do....
Without his permission, this project would
have gone nowhere.”
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the familiesthemselves.

contact with the families was a visua docu-

A turning point came when the photographer ment of their lives. “I’ ve photographed the first
was invited to document the wedding of a children in some families to be born in the
woman whom he had befriended. “When peo- United States,” he said. “ There are pictures of
ple saw how well | got along with her, they baptisms, weddings, and people engaged in the

began to accept my presence,” he said.

well-earned leisure of old age.”

Trust between Harwood and the families This array of images suggested b Harwood
deepened further thanks to the photographer’s another project, a book. This has involved a
habit of sharing photos with the migrant work- creative collaboration with KSU poet David
ers. “This way, there was never a mystery Hasder. The poet, who sought to “discover”

about what | was doing,” he said.

the community independently, is producing the

The result of the photographer’s prolonged text for the book project.

NINE HONORS STUDENTS
EXPERIENCE MEXICO

Nine KSU honors students have vivid
memories of Mexico that may shape the way
they think about their future careers.

This past January, the honors students took
part in “Cross-Cultura and Inquiry-Based
Learning in Mexico,” a unique 12-day pro-
gram that enabled them to teach in class-
rooms, work with professionals in the field,
and participate in outreach programs.

“We hoped to give the students an interna-
tional experience that would enable them to
explore their discipline in a global context,”
said Theresa Minick, a professor in Modern
and Classical Language Studies who devel-
oped the program.

The venue of the intercultural program was
the Yucatan capital of Merida, a 16"-century
town built on the site of a Mayan city. While
students had a chance to visit the city’s land-
marks and nearby Mayan ruins, they were
also expected to complete arange of tasks.

In line with the service segment of the pro-
gram, each student gave a PowerPoint pres-
entation to local students. “1 wanted to teach
Mexican students something about America
that they couldn’t learn from a textbook,”
said Méanie Pickens, a junior psychology
magjor. “In addition, | was curious to find out
how psychology was practiced in Mexico.”

Much of the learning, however, occurred
beyond the venue of classrooms, and many
students’ memorable experiences stemmed
from their encounters with anew culture.

“One of my most touching experiences was
avisit to avillage in adry jungle of the Yu-
catan,” said Carolyn Kélly, a junior Visua
Communications and Design magor. “A
woman sat by the fire in this hut...making
tortillas by hand. It was a beautiful image.”

Later, participants visited a school in the

A KSU honor student stands in the shadow of a mag-
nificent Mayan pyramid near Merida, Mexico.

impoverished neighborhood of San Jose Te-
cho. “We spent an afternoon teaching the
children songs in English and playing
games,” recaled Jerica Jefferson, a senior
French language major. “We had a chance to
step inside their world of learning.”

As part of the inquiry segment of the pro-
gram, students had the opportunity to work
with local professionals in their prospective
fields. “Visiting archeological sites like
Chichen Itza and Uxmal was truly unforget-
table,” said Lindsay Vance, a senior anthro-
pology major.

Meanwhile, students developed a research
question related to their magjor and conducted
surveys with local students. Eventually, they
submitted portfolios that included service
projects, inquiry surveys, and a journa with
reflections on their experience.

“I know that | will apply this experience
when | enter the medical field,” said Rachel
Woods, a junior premed magjor. “When |
treat patients from other cultures, it is neces-
sary for me to be considerate of their values
and ethics so that the patient receives the best
care possible.”




