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Graduate 
Student Award 
for Int’l 
Education: 
Edward S. 
Moreira, with 
Treasurer and 
Presenter, 
Nathan Fry 

Provost Paul 
Gaston, Ken 
Cushner and 
Kabi Raj 
Bantawa 
signing a 
linkage 
between Kent 
and United 
College—
Nepal 

The 20th Annual Phi Beta Delta  - Beta Zeta 
Chapter International Awards and Induction 
Ceremony occurred on Tuesday, April 10, 
2007.  
 
112 international students were recognized 
for 4.0 cumulative GPAs, and 26 new 
members were inducted into the Beta Zeta 
Chapter.  
 
Larry Andrews, Dean of the  Honors College, 
was recognized on the occasion of his 
retirement. Provost Paul Gaston was 
recognized on the occasion of his retirement. 
 
The Award Recipients are as follows: 
· Undergraduate Student Award for 

International Education:  
Katlin Rothacher 

· Graduate Student Award for 
International Education:  
Edward S. Moreira 

· Staff Award for International Culture: 
Carolyn Sampson 

· Staff Award for International Culture: 
Melissa Hughes 

· The Giovanna Jackson Faculty Award 
for International Education:  
Jo Leigh Lyons 

· International Education Award: 
Teaching, Leadership and Curriculum 
Studies 

· Provost’s International Scholar Award: 
Shih-Mei Yang 

 
Keynote speaker, Dr. Mark Rubin, remarked 
on several of the international linkages 
established during his tenure as Director of 
the Center for International and Comparative 

Programs. During his talk, Dr. Rubin 
reflected on the importance of maintaining 
relationships to keep linkages functional. His 
own personal anecdotes added a great flavor 
to the importance of the message, remarking 
on how a friendship was once established 
when the two colleagues understood and 
respected the other’s needs for certain 
prescription medication.  
 
In relation to Dr. Rubin’s speech, Kent State 
University signed a linkage with United 
College—Nepal. Ken Cushner, Executive 
Director of International Affairs, Provost 
Paul Gaston, and Kabi Raj Bantawa, 
Founding Chairman of United College and 
also a Kent State Student participated in the 
signing ceremony joining these two 
institutions.  
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Donna Lee, Associate Professor in 
Music at Kent State University was 
invited to the National Academy of 
Chinese Theatre Arts October 22-29, 
2006.  
 
While there, she gave a lecture on Arts 
Education in America, worked with 
students in a Master class and performed 
a solo piano recital.  
 
Prior to her arrival in Beijing, Dr. Lee 
performed at the Lee Hysun Concert 
Hall at the Chinese University of Hong 
Kong.  
 
About the trip Dr. Lee remarked “I am 
always struck by the shared goals 
amongst musicians, regardless of 
geographic location.  There is a high 
standard in place in the arts that is shared 
through critical training.”  
 
Dr. Lee, of Chinese heritage, felt at 
home and as though she learned 
something from the experience. She 
welcomes anyone interested to teach in a 
foreign country. “To make the most of 
absorbing the culture,” she says, “it is 
important to remain flexible and 
respectful of the different ways in which 
things may be done.” Truly wisdom for 
every day live from Dr. Lee.  
 
You may contact her with additional 
questions at dlee3@kent.edu.   
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By Nathan Fry 
(nfry@kent.edu)  
 
 A cool, dark evening in late fall 
was the scene for the first Phi Beta 
Delta, Beta Zeta Chapter, social 
event of the academic year at 
Beckwith Orchard, near Ravenna.  
Armed with flashlights and warm 
clothes, a merry band of PBD friends 
took the evening tour of the Orchard.  
Our guide explained the history of 
growing apples and other fruits and 
vegetables in these charming sur-
roundings and the deterrents against 
the deer.  After a walk through the 
corn maze (and not losing anyone!), 
we were led to the small den, treated 
to an apple by the fire and encour-
aged to gaze at the starry night sky.  
We returned to our starting point for 
cider and cookies.  Everyone had a 
great time.  We look forward to more 
social occasions and opportunities to 
get to know one another better.  
 

L to R: Sarah, Erica and Lauren, Scholarship Awardees 
at the  Awards and Induction Ceremony. 
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Some additional photos from the Induction Ceremony 
A big “Thank You” to Gary Harwood for attending the ceremony and photographing our event!  

 
Ted 
McKown, 
outgoing 
President 
and Teresa 
Minick, 
incoming 
President of 
Beta Zeta 
Chapter 

 
Phi Beta Delta 
Statement of 
Induction by 
Executive 
Team: LtoR: 
Jerry Feezel, 
Teresa 
Minick, Deb 
Lyons, Ted 
McKown and 
Nathan Fry 

 
Dean Larry 
Andrews 
presents 
Carolyn 
Sampson 
with Staff 
Award for 
Interna-
tional 
Culture 

 
Provost Paul 
Gaston pre-
sents Interna-
tional Scholar 
Award to 
Shih-Mei 
Yang. Her 
daughter is in 
the left of the 
photo.  

Additional photos may be found online at the Phi Beta Delta—Beta Zeta Chapter website www.dept.kent.edu/pbd.  

Phi Beta Delta in Taiwan 
 
Provost’s International Scholar 
Award Recipient, Shih-Mei Yang, 
has been discussing with Ted 
McKown and Theresa Minick the 
possibilities of establishing a chap-
ter of Phi Beta Delta at her home 
Institution in Taiwan upon her re-
turn.  
 
Details will follow about this excit-
ing extension of Phi Beta Delta!  

A STUDENT CHAPTER OF PHI BETA DELTA—BETA ZETA was established 
this past academic year. Eduard Junelov, from Turkmenistan, is the presi-
dent of the association. Eddie says that they had hoped to get involved this 
year by doing some social and community service activities to fundraise 
and get more people involved. The other officers are as follows: Amrita 
Basu, from India is the Treasurer, Krittika Chatterjee from India is the 
Secretary, Tanja Petrovic from Serbia, is the Public Relations chair, and 
Aysen Cicekci from Turkey is the Community Service Chair.  
 
The group plans to hold elections for next year’s leadership soon.  
 
 

Membership Dues and Fundraising Contributed to Scholarship Fund 
 
Where are your annual membership dues going? A portion of each re-
newal subscription is contributed to the scholarship fund. Additionally, 
Beta Zeta Chapter worked hard to collect donations during the Study 
Abroad Fair held last semester.  
 
If you would like to contribute additional funds to this end, please contact 
Louise Ditchey, Membership Chair, lditchey@kent.edu or Nathan Fry, 
Treasurer, nfry@kent.edu.  


