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Office Address
Home Address

Department of Psychology
5533 50th St.

Texas Tech University
Apt. 1904
Box 42051
Lubbock, TX 79414
Lubbock, TX 79409-2051
phone: 806-368-0744
email: michaeljserra@hotmail.com
cell: 330-289-6762

EDUCATION

2004-Dec 2006
Ph.D., Cognitive Psychology, Awarded 2007

Kent State University

Advisor: John Dunlosky

Dissertation: Is Metacomprehension for Multimedia Presentations Different than for Text Alone?

2002-2004

M.A. (non-terminal), Cognitive Psychology, Awarded 2004

University of North Carolina at Greensboro




Advisor: John Dunlosky

1998-2002

B.A., Psychology, Awarded 2002

Hofstra University




Advisor: Charles F. Levinthal

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

2008-present

Assistant Professor

Texas Tech University
Jan 2007-2008

Post-Doctoral Researcher

Columbia University

Supervisor: Janet Metcalfe

2004-Dec 2006
Research Assistant

Kent State University

Supervisor: John Dunlosky

2002-2004

Research Assistant

University of North Carolina at Greensboro




Supervisor: John Dunlosky

2001-2002

Research Assistant, Departmental Assistant

Hofstra University




Supervisor: Charles F. Levinthal

RESEARCH PROGRAM

In general, my research program centers on student scholarship. More specifically, I am currently pursuing two major lines of research: education-related metacognition (i.e., thinking about and evaluating one’s cognitive processes such as memory and reading comprehension) and multimedia learning (i.e., learning from information presented both verbally and visually). 

PUBLICATIONS

Serra, M. J., & Metcalfe, J. (forthcoming). Effective implementation of metacognition. To appear in A. Graesser, D. Hacker, & J. Dunlosky (Eds.). The Handbook of Metacognition and Education, Vol. 2.
Serra, M. J., Dunlosky, J., & Hertzog, C. (in press). Do older adults show less confidence in their monitoring of learning? Experimental Aging Research.

Dunlosky, J., Serra, M. J., & Baker, J. M. C. (2007). Metamemory. In F. Durso (Ed.) Handbook of Applied Cognition. 2nd Edition. (pp. 137-161). Chichester, West Sussex, England: John Wiley & Sons, Ltd.

Serra, M. J., & Dunlosky, J. (2005). Does retrieval fluency contribute to the underconfidence-with-practice effect? Journal of Experimental Psychology: Learning, Memory, & Cognition, 31, 1258-1266.

Dunlosky, J., Serra, M. J., Matvey, G., & Rawson, K. A. (2005). Second-order judgments about judgments of learning [Special issue]. Journal of General Psychology, 132, 335-346.

SUBMITTED MANUSCRIPTS

Serra, M. J., & Dunlosky, J. (under review). Metacomprehension judgments about text with diagrams reflect the belief that diagrams improve learning from text.

MANUSCRIPTS IN PREPARATION

Serra, M. J. (in preparation). Diagrams increase the retention of text information regardless of how well the information was understood.

Serra, M. J., & Metcalfe, J. (in preparation). Cue usage for immediate and delayed judgments of learning.

Dunlosky, J., & Serra, M. J. (in preparation). The analytic and non-analytic bases of second-trial judgments of learning.

PRESENTATIONS

Serra, M. J. (2008, May). Diagrams increase the retention and understanding of science text via different mechanisms. Paper presented at the 80th Annual Meeting of the Midwestern Psychological Association, Chicago, IL.

Serra, M. J. (2008, April). Participants’ explanations for their judgments of learning. Paper presented at the 1st Annual Subway Summit on Cognition and Education Research, Fordham University, New York, NY.

Serra, M. J. (2007, August). How do diagrams improve memory for science text? Poster presented at the 115th Annual Meeting of the American Psychological Association, San Francisco, CA.

Serra, M. J., & Dunlosky, J. (2007, May). Explicit use of analytic cues for judgments of learning. Poster presented at the 19th Annual Meeting of the Association for Psychological Science, Washington, D.C.

Serra, M. J., & Dunlosky, J. (2007, May). Do beliefs about comprehension affect metacomprehension judgments? Paper presented at the 79th Annual Meeting of the Midwestern Psychological Association, Chicago, IL.

Serra, M. J. (2007, March). Is the influence of test trials on judgments of learning analytic? Invited Cognitive Area Talk, University of North Carolina at Greensboro, Greensboro, NC.

Dunlosky, J., & Serra, M. J. (2006, November). Is the influence of test trials on judgments of learning analytic? Poster presented at the 47th Annual Meeting of the Psychonomic Society, Houston, TX.

Serra, M. J., & Dunlosky, J. (2006, May). Do students know that multimedia materials enhance learning? Poster presented at the 18th Annual Meeting of the Association for Psychological Science, New York, NY.

Serra, M. J., & Dunlosky, J. (2005, November). Does multimedia improve metacomprehension accuracy for text content? Poster presented at the 46th Annual Meeting of the Psychonomic Society, Toronto, Ontario, Canada.

Serra, M. J., & Dunlosky, J. (2005, May). Evaluating the retrieval-fluency hypothesis for the underconfidence-with-practice effect. Paper presented at the 77th Annual Meeting of the Midwestern Psychological Association, Chicago, IL.

Dunlosky, J. & Serra, M. J. (2004, November). Second-order judgments about judgments of learning: Exploring learners’ confidence in their monitoring. Poster presented at the 45th Annual Meeting of the Psychonomic Society, Minneapolis, MN.

Serra, M. J., Dunlosky, J., & Hertzog, C. (2004, March). Aging and metamonitoring. Paper presented at the 50th Annual Meeting of the Southeastern Psychological Association, Atlanta, GA.

Serra, M. J. & Dunlosky, J. (2003, November). The contribution of retrieval fluency to the underconfidence-with-practice effect. Poster presented at the 44th Annual Meeting of the Psychonomic Society, Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada.

Dunlosky, J., Serra, M. J., Matvey, G., & Rawson, A. K. (2003, February). Metamonitoring. Paper presented at the 2003 meeting of the North Carolina Cognition Group, Raleigh, NC.

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

PSY 3401
Instructor, Research Methods, Texas Tech University, Fall 2008

BC 1113
Guest Lecturer (Lesson on Problem Solving), Cognitive Psychology, Barnard College of Columbia University, Spring 2007

PSY 11762
Instructor, General Psychology (Honors), Kent State University, Summer 2006

PSY 311L
Lab Instructor, Research Methods Class (Honors), UNCG, Spring 2004

PSY 481L
Lab Instructor, Upper-level Cognitive Psychology Class, UNCG, Fall 2003

SERVICE

Jul 2008
Ad Hoc Reviewer, Memory & Cognition
May 2008
Ad Hoc Reviewer, Quarterly Journal of Experimental Psychology
May 2008
Session Moderator (Cognition Across Media), 80th Annual Meeting of the Midwestern Psychological Association

Apr 2008
Ad Hoc Reviewer, Quarterly Journal of Experimental Psychology
Jan 2008
Ad Hoc Reviewer, Journal of Experimental Psychology: Learning, Memory, and Cognition
Dec 2007
Ad Hoc Reviewer, Journal of Experimental Psychology: Learning, Memory, and Cognition
Mar 2007
Ad Hoc Reviewer, Memory & Cognition

2007-2008
MPA Local Representative, Columbia University
2005-2006
Clinical Job Search Committee, Kent State University, Experimental Graduate Student Representative

2004-present
Website Manager, International Association for Metacognition, designed and maintain website (http://dept.kent.edu/psychology/iam.org)

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

American Psychological Association (APA)

APA Division 15, Educational Psychology

Association for Psychological Science (APS)

International Association for Metacognition (IAM) – Website Manager

Midwestern Psychological Association (MPA) – MPA Local Representative

Psi Chi National Honor Society

FELLOWSHIPS & SCHOLARSHIPS

Excellence Fellowship, UNCG; 2003-2004 ($14,000/year)

Greensboro Graduate Scholarship, UNCG; 2002-2003 ($2,000/year)

Presidential Scholarship, Hofstra University, 1998-2002 (Full Tuition)

